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Introduction

As digital transformation accelerates, APls have become the backbone of modern applications.
While they enable innovation, APIs also expand the attack surface, making governance critical
for protecting sensitive data. Proper posture governance ensures that APIs are secure,
properly configured, and actively monitored, preventing vulnerabilities before they are
exploited.

In this paper, we'll explore why posture governance for APIs is a vital aspect of cybersecurity,
highlighting how Salt Security provides a robust framework to mitigate API risks.

What is APl Posture Governance?

API posture governance refers to the continuous process of monitoring, securing, and
managing API configurations, access controls, and compliance. It's a proactive approach that
ensures every API deployed is:

e Securely configured from inception to deployment
e Monitored for vulnerabilities
e Aligned with regulatory standards

Without strong posture governance, organizations risk exposure to misconfigurations, shadow
APls, and business logic vulnerabilities.

Key Elements of APl Posture Governance:

o Configuration Management: Ensures that APIs are deployed following secure,
best-practice configurations.

o Access Control: Implements strict user and service permissions to prevent unauthorized
access.




o Monitoring and Alerts: Continuously tracks API traffic to detect abnormal patterns or
potential breaches.

» Lifecycle Management: Tracks all APIs from development to retirement, minimizing the risk of
outdated or undocumented APIs.

Why Posture Governance is Essential for APl Security
APls are now the leading vector for cyberattacks, and without proactive governance,
organizations are at risk of:

 Shadow and Zombie APIs: Often overlooked, these APls become gateways for attackers,
bypassing traditional security tools. They might be created during development or left
exposed after decommissioning.

» Business Logic Attacks: Sophisticated attacks focus on exploiting how APIs function rather
than exploiting known vulnerabilities. These attacks target weaknesses in how business rules
are implemented through APIs.

» Regulatory Compliance: With regulations like GDPR and DORA gaining traction, failing to
maintain API posture can result in severe fines and penalties for non-compliance. APIs must
comply with data privacy laws and maintain the secure handling of sensitive information.

Salt Security’s Role in Enhancing APl Posture Governance
Salt Security is a leader in API security, offering tools and capabilities that directly address the
challenges of API posture governance.

1. Continuous API Discovery

One of the most challenging aspects of governance is identifying all active APIs. Salt Security
provides real-time API discovery, ensuring that both managed and unmanaged APIs are
accounted for, preventing shadow or zombie APIs from becoming vulnerabilities.

2. Dynamic Risk Scoring

Salt’s platform continuously assesses the security posture of APIs, assigning risk scores based on
configuration, activity, and usage. This proactive approach helps organizations detect and
prioritize high-risk APIs, allowing them to act before a breach occurs.

3. Automated Posture Management

Salt Security helps organizations automate their API posture governance by detecting
misconfigurations, outdated APIs, and weak security policies. By automating this process, Salt
ensures that all APIs adhere to strict security standards throughout their lifecycle.




4. Business Logic Attack Detection

Salt Security’s platform excels at detecting business logic vulnerabilities, which traditional tools
often miss. By analyzing API traffic and behavior over time, Salt identifies abnormal usage
patterns that could indicate an attack, providing timely alerts and actionable insights to security
teams.

5. Compliance and Reporting

With Salt Security’s detailed reports, organizations can demonstrate APl compliance with
regulatory requirements. The platform helps maintain audit trails, providing the necessary
documentation for internal and external reviews, ensuring adherence to data protection standards
like GDPR, PCI DSS, and DORA

Benefits of APl Posture Governance

By integrating posture governance into API security strategy, organizations can enjoy a variety of
benefits:

o Reduced Attack Surface: Proactively identifying and mitigating risks limits the potential for
successful API-based attacks.

* Increased Operational Efficiency: Automated posture management reduces manual
intervention, freeing up security teams to focus on more complex threats.

o Enhanced Compliance: Continuous monitoring and reporting ensure that APIs align with
global regulatory frameworks, avoiding costly fines or penalties.

» Faster Incident Response: With governance in place, incidents are identified more quickly,
and remediation is streamlined through better visibility and management of API configurations.

Conclusion

API posture governance is no longer optional in today’s digital landscape. As APIs continue to
drive innovation, their security must be managed meticulously. Poor governance exposes
organizations to a range of vulnerabilities, from misconfigurations to sophisticated business logic
attacks.

Salt Security offers the tools and automation necessary to maintain strong API posture, ensuring
secure, compliant, and resilient APIs.




