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Government

Overview: Government agencies use APIs to deliver essential services 
and facilitate inter-departmental communication. Security and compliance 
are critical to maintaining public trust and operational efficiency. This 
document outlines the key considerations for securing government APIs, 
emphasizing the crucial role of API Posture Governance in navigating 
these challenges and ensuring continuous compliance with relevant 
standards.

Compliance Landscape:
• NIST SP 800-53 Rev. 5 (US): Provides a comprehensive framework of

security and privacy controls. Adhering to these controls [SA-9, SI-10]
is fundamental, and effective posture governance helps automate the
validation and enforcement of these requirements across the API
landscape.

• Government of Canada API Standards: Outlines best practices for API
development within the Canadian public sector, emphasizing security,
interoperability, and user-centric design.

• ISO/IEC 27001 & 27017: Establishes a framework for information
security management systems (ISMS). Implementing this framework
informs risk management and security control application, which are
core components managed and monitored via API posture
governance.

• MITRE ATT&CK Framework: Helps understand adversary tactics and
techniques used to target government APIs, enabling proactive threat
mitigation.
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https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/NationalInstituteofStandardsandTechnology%28NIST%29.pdf?version=0
https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/GovernmentofCanadaAPIStandards.pdf?version=0
https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/IEC27017-SecuringCloud-BasedAPIs.pdf?version=0
https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/MITREATT%26CKFrameworkforAPIThreats.pdf?version=0


Key API Security Considerations:
• Strong Authentication and Authorization (Zero Trust,

Least Privilege).
• Data Encryption and Integrity.
• Input Validation and Sanitization.
• Continuous Monitoring and Logging.
• Regular Security Assessments.
• Adherence to Government-Specific Security Standards.

How Salt Security Helps:
Salt Security provides a comprehensive API security 
platform tailored for government agencies:

• API Discovery and Inventory Management: Discovers all APIs, including
shadow and zombie APIs, providing essential visibility and control over
the API ecosystem.

• Posture Governance and Compliance Alignment: Following API
discovery, Salt Security automates the enforcement of security policies
and compliance with government regulations and standards (e.g., NIST
SP 800-53, Canadian government standards) using pre-built and
custom rules. This ensures a consistent security posture across all
APIs and simplifies compliance reporting and auditing processes.

• Vulnerability Assessment and Misconfiguration Detection: Identifies API
vulnerabilities and misconfigurations that attackers could exploit.

• Threat Detection and Prevention with AI: Uses AI-driven behavioral
analysis to detect and prevent sophisticated API attacks, such as those
targeting government data or services.

• Data Security and Visibility for Sensitive Data: Offers visibility into
sensitive government data in motion through APIs, enhancing
protection of citizen information.

Conclusion:
Enhancing API security is crucial for government agencies to ensure the 
integrity and reliability of public services, protect sensitive citizen data, 
and maintain the public's trust. Salt Security provides essential tools to 
automate API security and posture governance, directly helping agencies 
achieve and demonstrate compliance with critical government standards 
and mandates. For a more in-depth understanding of API security 
compliance, please refer to our comprehensive API Compliance 
Whitepaper.
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