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Clelisiamn=ae  Securing Government APls:
Building Trust and Efficiency

Overview: Government agencies use APIs to deliver essential services
and facilitate inter-departmental communication. Security and compliance
are critical to maintaining public trust and operational efficiency. This
document outlines the key considerations for securing government APIs,
emphasizing the crucial role of APl Posture Governance in navigating
these challenges and ensuring continuous compliance with relevant
standards.

Compliance Landscape:

e NIST SP 800-53 Rev. 5 (US): Provides a comprehensive framework of
security and privacy controls. Adhering to these controls [SA-9, SI-10]
is fundamental, and effective posture governance helps automate the

validation and enforcement of these requirements across the API

landscape.

Government of Canada API Standards: Outlines best practices for API
development within the Canadian public sector, emphasizing security,
interoperability, and user-centric design.

ISO/IEC 27001 & 27017: Establishes a framework for information
security management systems (ISMS). Implementing this framework
informs risk management and security control application, which are
core components managed and monitored via API posture
governance.

MITRE ATT&CK Framework: Helps understand adversary tactics and
techniques used to target government APIs, enabling proactive threat
mitigation.



https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/NationalInstituteofStandardsandTechnology%28NIST%29.pdf?version=0
https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/GovernmentofCanadaAPIStandards.pdf?version=0
https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/IEC27017-SecuringCloud-BasedAPIs.pdf?version=0
https://content.salt.security/rs/352-UXR-417/images/MITREATT%26CKFrameworkforAPIThreats.pdf?version=0
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Key API Security Considerations:

e API Discovery and Inventory Management:

e Posture Governance and Compliance Alignment:

e Vulnerability Assessment and Misconfiguration Detection:

e Threat Detection and Prevention with Al:

o Data Security and Visibility for Sensitive Data:

Conclusion:



https://content.salt.security/ComplianceWhitepaper_LP.html
https://content.salt.security/ComplianceWhitepaper_LP.html



